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The Stand Alone Pledge 
 

The University of Bristol’s commitment to supporting estranged students 
 
On behalf of the University of Bristol I am delighted to confirm our commitment to the Stand Alone 
Pledge and supporting estranged students who are studying without the support or approval of a 
family network.  
 
Recognising the potential of our applicants has always been at the heart of our mission to recruit the 
most able students from the most diverse backgrounds. We want students to feel safe, supported, 
and able to reach their potential, and we have a comprehensive support package for students who 
are estranged from their families. 
 
The support is outlined in our specialist webpages: www.bristol.ac.uk/study/estranged-students/ 
 
We welcome the opportunity to work with Stand Alone in developing the support we offer to 
estranged students and ensuring that they thrive at Bristol and beyond.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Professor Judith Squires 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Provost 

 

  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/estranged-students/


University of Bristol 

Stand Alone Pledge – provision of support for estranged students 

 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

A named contact for estranged students from pre-application to graduation 

Katie Whalley in the Outreach Team is the named contact at the University of Bristol for estranged 
students considering university. She can offer advice about applying to university and throughout 
the UCAS cycle.  

Maria Tottle is our estranged student contact for current University of Bristol students, and can offer 
1:1 advice, support, and coaching throughout a student’s time here. Maria can signpost students to 
additional support around the University and help them to work through any challenges or concerns 
that they may have.  

Identifying students and monitoring progress 
 
For the 2021 cycle, to support the identification of Estranged Students, UCAS is introducing a 
question into the application. We will put in processes to monitor the progress of these students, 
from application, offer, and intake, to attainment and progression, assessing performance to make 
improvements throughout the student lifecycle.  
 
To make undergraduates feel more able to come forward and have confidence they will be 
supported, we will establish processes to inform applicants, offer-holders and current students of 
the University’s commitment to supporting estranged students, and the routes through which they 
can seek support.  
 
Awareness raising and training 
 
The University will work with the Bristol SU Work to run a campaign to highlight the challenges 
estranged students face, and to educate students and staff about the support available.  
   
We will work with Stand Alone to train staff, particularly those in student facing support roles to 
understand the issues faced by estranged students, and how we can best support them.  
  
FINANCE 
 
Specialised support 
 
Julia Cannon in our Student Funding office can give advice and guidance throughout the student 
finance application process, including on how to apply for independent status with Student Finance 
England/Wales/Scotland/NI. 
 
Bristol Standalone Bursary 
 
Our Bristol Standalone Bursary offers estranged students £1,500 for each year of study. 
 
Discretionary funding 
 



Estranged students receive priority for our Financial Assistance Fund, and for consideration for 
Summer Financial Assistance Fund. These are discretionary funds to provide financial assistance to 
home (UK) students to help them access and remain in Higher Education.  
 
ACCOMMODATION 
 
365-day access to accommodation 
 
The University of Bristol is delighted to be working with the Unite Foundation supporting students 
who have previously been in care or are estranged from their parents. The Unite Foundation 
Scholarship provides recipients with free en-suite accommodation for three years of undergraduate 
study.  
 
For those not in receipt of the Unite Foundation Scholarship, the Accommodation Office offers self-
catered accommodation in Bristol throughout the summer for incoming and current University of 
Bristol students from £24 per night.  
 
Prioritised accommodation for those who are homeless 
 
Students who are homeless or are at risk of homelessness can disclose to the Accommodation Office 
and will be prioritised for accommodation.   
 
Help with guarantors 
 
Most of our halls of residence do not require a deposit or for students to have a guarantor. For those 
planning on living in private rented accommodation, the University has established a relationship 
with Housing Hand, a company that offer a fully comprehensive guarantor service.  
 
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
 
Bristol Cares 
 
As part of our commitment to the Stand Alone Pledge, we have developed a tailored package of 
pastoral support to guide estranged students’ development and ensure that they thrive at Bristol 
and beyond.  

Wellbeing support 

We have a range of free support and services available to all students to help them stay well so they 
can get the most out of their time here. Our skilled Student Wellbeing team will connect students to 
the right support for their needs. For those offered counselling, these will be ‘one at a time’ sessions 
– if students feel a follow-up session would be helpful, further one at a time sessions can be 
arranged as needed.   

Peer support 
 
Bristol SU have launched the Care Leavers and Estranged Students Network. Networks are an 
exciting way for students to build communities and create change through collective action. They 
are representative bodies that can lead campaigns, hold forums and organise social events. 
 



Peer mentors are available for any first year undergraduate. Mentors will usually study a similar 
subject and are able to answer any questions students have about your course or university life. 
Students have the option to indicate a preference for a mentor who shares similar characteristics.  

 
OUTREACH AND TRANSITION 
 
Our Outreach Team run events to help estranged students find out more about university and 
prioritise estranged students in our outreach projects. Information about the Standalone Bursary 
and the Unite Foundation Scholarship is provided in relevant school talks and events.  
 
We work with local charities to support students from disadvantaged backgrounds, and will foster 
links with local charities, foyer and homeless shelters to reach those living without support from 
their families.   
 
 


